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United State’s Conference of Mayors

Washington Update - Addendum
Senate HELP Committee Passes WIA Reauthorization by unanimous consent 

Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP) Committee passed the manager’s amendment, S. 1021, The Workforce Investment Act Amendments of 2005, by unanimous consent, clearing the way for consideration by the full Senate.  There were no amendments.  Senators Michael Enzi (WY), Chairman of the HELP Committee and Edward Kennedy (MA), Ranking Member, cosponsored S. 1021, which is the product of a strong bipartisan process in the Senate which began in the 108th Congress.  As we understand, Senators Enzi and Kennedy are eager for floor consideration and conference with the House.
S. 1021 includes: 
· No WIA Plus;
· No consolidated block grant;
· Maintains current local governance structure;
· Increases to 45% the flexibility to transfer between adult and dislocated worker funding at the local level; 
· Directs the Secretary of Labor’s discretionary youth funding to competitive grants to be used for “first jobs” and people with disabilities;

· Department of Labor waiver authority response time limit of 60 days, instead of 90 in current law; 
· Places the Employment Service on the local Workforce Investment Board;
· Expanded services to business; 
· Increased emphasis on access for individuals with disabilities. 
Department of Labor Secretary Elaine L. Chao sent a May 17 letter to Senator Enzi strongly opposing S. 1021 and calling for the Administration’s priorities including consolidation of WIA Adult, Dislocated Worker, Youth and Wagner Peyser funding streams, WIA Plus, PRAs, increased authority of states to designate local areas, and an appropriate administrative cost definition.  The Secretary stated that if these reforms are not included in the Committee passed bill, then the Administration will seek amendments to incorporate them when the bill is considered on the Senate floor.  The letter is attached for your review. It is believed that this will put extraordinary pressure on majority members as the bill moves towards the floor.
